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BOOK CLUB
TO-GO
Samuel Clemens (a.k.a. Mark Twain) is often quoted as saying
"History doesn't repeat itself, but it often rhymes." While it is
uncertain whether or not Clemens made this statement, there
is something about it that seems to ring true and make us
think. Does history repeat or does it rhyme? Either way, we
can learn much from reading about history.
This month we are going to explore historical books. Our
book selections will focus on another place in time, and take
us back into the past. Are these times destined to repeat or
rhyme? What can we learn from our history? What happens
may depend on our understanding of the past and knowledge
of our history. So enjoy stepping back in time, to see what
you can learn for our future.

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
Is this a time period that you knew a lot about prior to reading
this book? If so, did you learn anything new/surprising? If not,
did you come away with a greater understanding of this time
& place in history? Why or why not?
How was the author able to shed new light on history? What
techniques did they implore to guide you on this journey?
Were these techniques successful?
It is difficult to keep our own, modern-day experiences from
influencing the reading of historical novels? Did you observe
these influences in yourself or the author?
How well did the author convey the era? Did you have a sense
of whether or not the author remained true to the events,
social structures, & political events of the time period? If not,
why would the author have strayed from true history? Would
the story have worked otherwise?

WAYS TO CREATE
Books can stir our emotions and feelings in ways that we
want to express creatively. Use the following ideas to
express your thoughts after reading this book, in the form
of a time capsule:
Create a collection of items that would tell
those from your story where we have come from
since their story was told. What items would
you give them to show change or hope? Use
words, art, or collage to illustrate these items.
What items would they have left you?
Create a metaphorical time capsule. Use art or
words to illustrate what this capsule would
contain, if it could contain anything - hope,
love, empathy. What would someone from your
book have left you? What would you leave for
the next generation after reading this book?

WAYS TO SHARE
"The more you know of your history,
the more liberated you are."
-Maya Angelou
Share the story of your history by writing it down,
recording it on your device, or telling it to another to
write for you.
Learn about the history of someone you care about.
Reach out to them, ask questions, and get them to share
a piece of their story.
Research a part of history close to you - the place you
live, a building, your province, where you came from.

WAYS TO ENGAGE
Track your participation in our Book Club To-Go and leave
us a review of the book at: oml.beanstack.org
Tag us online using #OldsLibraryReads
Get free access to Ancestry Library Edition from home until
June with your library card. Visit
oml.prl.ab.ca/elibrary/learn for details, and to log in.

